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By Felicia Kessel

NAACP Executive Director Benjamin L. Hooks gives traditional opening address to prepare
delegates for the serious work ahead.

"BUILDING TOWARD ONE SOCIETY"

Fifty years ago, in 1936, the
NAACP held its 27th Annual Convention in Baltimore, Maryland.
Jim Crow was the rule of the day
with "COLORED ENTRANCE"
signs prominent in this, the first
southern City to host an NAACP
Convention.
Because of segregation, there
were no downtown hotels open to
the NAACP. The 250 delegates
gathered at Sharp Street Methodist
Church to hold its sessions and
relied upon the hospitality of
Baltimore's fair-minded citizens for
housing.
In 1986, from June 29 through
July 3, the 77th Annual NAACP
Convention engulfed the City of
Baltimore, bringing thousand of
America's black citizens streaming
into Baltimore's spectacular Inner
36

Harbor . NAACP supporters used
over 11,500 room in Baltimore area
hotels and over 15 ,000 people a day
poured into the Baltimore Convention Center where the NAACP held
its main activities.
Two presidential hopefuls addressed the delegation, Senator
Gary Hart, (D-Colo .) and Vice
President George Bush,along with
many other national leaders and
representatives. The first crosscountry "March for Human Dignity
in South Africa and at Home''
culminated at the Convention
Center with National Voter Education Director, Joseph Madison,
delivering thousands of signed petitions to Senator Charles McC .
Mathias Jr. to take back to Congress as proof that Americans do
care.

A host of elequoent speakers
highlighted the plenary sessions and
luncheons, such as Rep. Parren J.
Mitchell (D-Md.), Lt. Gov. L.
Douglas Wilder (D-Va.), the first
black elected lieutenant governor,
Minnesota Attorney General
Hubert H. Humphrey III, and
Assistant Secretary of Defense
Chapman B. Cox along with
Senator Joseph Biden (D-Del.),
Senator Paul Sarbanes (D-Md), and
Dr. Edith Erby Jones, President of
the National Medical Association.
Pre-convention activities included
the NAACP Lawyers' Civil Rights
Symposium & Reception at the
Clarence M. Mitchell, Jr. Court
House and the ACT-So Arts and
Humanities Competition and Arts
and Science Competitions.
This year, a special honorary
breakfast was sponsored by Dr. Fred
Black and the General Electric Corporation, hosted by Mrs. Frances
Hooks. The guest speaker was Dr.
Lorraine Hale, Executive Director
of the Hale House in New York who
was accompanied by her mother,
the founder of Hale House and affectionately known as "Mother
Clara Hale.''
Dozens of workshops were held in
all program areas and over 400 U.S.
corporations and organizations
were represented in this year's
" Commerce and Industry Show."
Following the Vice President's
address and the 1st W .E.B. DuBois
Award presentation, was the OpenHouse Reception at the NAACP's
new permanent home headquarters.
Over 5,000 visitors marvelled at the
5-story, 55,000 square foot
building, located on the 3-acre site
in Northwest Baltimore.
In April of 1986 the NAACP
moved from New York City to
Baltimore where it purchased its
own home, its new national headquarters, for the first time in its 77
year history.
Truly, the excitement and an-
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ticipation surrounding this year's
convention were evidence of the
progress and reigning influence of
America's oldest, largest and most
effective civil rights organization .
SPINGARN COMMITTEE
VOTES UNANIMOUSLY FOR
HOOKS

The NAACP's coveted Spingarn
Medal Award was presented to its
world-renowned leader, Dr. Benjamin L. Hooks who becomes the
71 st medalist and the fourth
NAACP Executive Director to
receive the honor . Following in the
same tradition as three of his
predecessor s, James Weldon
Johnson (1925), Walter White
(1937) and Roy Wilkins (1964),
Hooks received the award at the
NAACP's 77th Annual Convention
(June 29-July 3) during the Freedom
Awards Dinner on Thursday evening, July 3, at the Hyatt Regency Inner Harbor Hotel. Edward W.
Brooke, III, former senior Senator

Hooks receives coveted Spingarn Award from Senator Edward Brooke, Presentor.

Ben Hooks and Senator Mathias join marchers in culminating their 3,000 mile trak
from Los Angeles to Baltimore.

NAACP Board Chairman William Gibson gets serious about the facts of life in the black
community.
(409)

National Public Relations Director Felicia
Kessel, addresses media at Press Conference
with Board Members. (L.R.) Ed Hailes, Vice
President; Jessie Turner, Secretary; Herbert
Henderson, and Nathaniel Colley.

37

LI. Governor Douglas Wilder, Isl black
elec1ed LI. Go vernor of Virginia, brings impor1an1 message 10 delega1es.
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J11a11i1a J. Mi1chell is honored as Founder of NAACP You1h Council. (L.R.) John Davi.1.
You1h Direc1or; LI. Go v. Douglas Wilder, (Va.); Mrs. Milchel/, Ms. Enolia McMillan , Preside111; Benjamin L. Hooks, Execu1ive Direc1or.

from Massachusett and 52nd Spingarn Medalist made the presentation to Dr. Hook s .
The Spingarn Committee voted
unanimou ly to present the medal to
the first black public defender in his
hometown of Memphi s, Tennessee;
as the South's first black juri st since
Reconstruction and as the fir st
black appointed by a United States
President to the Federal Communication s Commission. In addition, Mr. Hooks was recognized
for hi s trail-blazing initiatives in
state jurisprudence, promulgation
of fair hiring and licensing ru les in
the broadcasting indu stry nationwide, and for hi s tireless efforts over
the past three decade to expand the
e<.:onomic awareness and en trepreneurial involvement locally
and nationally. Th e award commendation was also in recognition of his
exemplary leadership, integrity, and
achievements in the pursuit of
equality and justice for all, and particularly in personifying hi s credo,
"that black men and women are not
second-class citizens with limited
horizon s and no hope; rather, in ·thi s
nation, becau se of it s Constitution,
we can change our todays and build
brighter tomorrows ."
The NAACP tradition began at
an early age for Benjamin Hooks
when hi s grandmother founded the
Memphi s NAACP branch in 1912.
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Pa/lo Jordon (A NC) accepls W. £. B. A ward
for Nelson Mandela.

Working for political and social
equality in Memphis, Hooks
became determined to master the
critical role of the judicial system.
He graduated from DePaul University Law School in 1948 and returned to the Memphi s NAACP branch
in 1949 where he continued hi s successful crusade for full citizenship
by leading voter regi stration drives
and defending thousands who participated in bu sing integration and
school desegration protests. Hooks
went on to become a judge for
Shelby County (Memphi s) Criminal
Court, making him the first black
judge of a court of record in the
South since Recon struction .
Unsatisfied with th e limitations of
local victories, Hooks carried his

A 11orney Robert Harris is prese111ed wi1h Ming Award from Na thaniel Colley (Board
Member). (L.R.) Ben Hooks, Enolia McMillan and William Gibson participate in cerem ony.
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Senator Hort relaxes with NAACP officials. (L.R.) William F. Gibson, Chairman; Senator Gory Hort; Jerry Guess, Executive Assistant;
Mertie Evers, Boord Member; Howard Henderson, Director Finance and Administration .

convictions to a national level by
working with national leaders on the
civil rights front as Financial
Secretary and Board Member of the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference, the organization founded
by the late Dr. Martin Luther King.
In 1972, Hooks gained nationwide recognition upon his nomination to serve on the Federal Communications Commission, becoming the first black in history to
assume that position.
Hooks realized his dream in 1977
when he left the Commission to
become the Chief Executive Officer
of his beloved National Association
for the Advancement of Colored
People. Under his dynamic leadership, the NAACP continues to win
landmark victories in the Courts
and on Capital Hill and the NAACP
remains the oldest, largest, most effective civil rights organization in
the world.

W .E.B. DUBOIS
INTERNATIONAL MEDAL
History was made during the 77th
Convention as the NAACP awarded
its first annual W.E.B. DuBois International Medal to Nelson
Mandela . This award is presented
annually to an individual(s) whose
life, outstanding activities and
notable contributions exemplify the
tradition of service to mankind;
who has performed extraordinary
acts of moral courage; and whose
work promotes civil rights and
democratic principles.
(41 I)

Vice President Bush relaxes with Ben Andrews, Boord Member and NAACP Executive Director
Benjamin L. Hooks.

Accepting the award for Mr.
Mandela was Pallo Jordan, Deputy
Secretary of Information for the
African National Congress and
Director of Research in the Department of Information and Publicity
of the ANC.

ACT-SO COMPETITION BEGINS
The NAACP's ACT-SO competitions were among the many
highlights of the 77th Annual
NAACP Convention. ACT-SO,
(Afro-Academic
Cultural
Technological and Scientific Olympics) attracted youth from 411 cities
across the country competing in 22
different categories covering
cultural and academic areas.

'Y '"'
Many generations heed the coll of the NAACP
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The number of cities with youth
participants in the ACT-SO Program from NAACP chapters has
grown tremendously. According to
its founder, Chicago Times Columnist Vernon Jarrett, "Our first ACTSO competition had 19 cities
represented." It was in 1976 that
Jarrett introduced the idea of ACTSO to Benjamin Hooks at the National Association of Black Journalists Conference held in
Baltimore. "Baltimore represents a
sort of sent.imental journey" says
Jarrett. "Hooks liked the idea so
much that he mentioned it in his
speech on the eve of his address to
the journalists."
The concept of ACT-SO results
from Jarrett's interaction and op•
portunity to interview several prominent black leaders like Benjamin
Mays and Percy Julian who were
able to excel in spite of the overall
setting of Jim Crow. Jarrett contends that their commitment
towards education helped produce
individuals primarily concerned
with the education of young people.
"ACT-SO is an attempt to
organize a lost tradition. Once again
we are about the business of making
heroes of our achievers in the
classroom, as we have in our
athletes," says Jarrett. Like the
U.S. Olympics, the winner of the
two day competitions win gold,
silver and bronze medals. Along
with the medals, students receive
monetary awards for their efforts:
$1,000- Gold, $750.00- Silver, $500
- Bronze. Every year corporations
have contributed generously in supporting the ACT-SO program. Last
year the winner received a $10,000
award from black General Motors
dealers throughout the country . A
number of dinners and luncheons
were held for the participants sponsored by corporations including
Nabisco and Honeywell.
This year a special award in
biology was named in honor of a
former gold and silver medalist
Kevin Duster who died of
Leukemia. Duster was the former
great grandson of Ida WellsBarnett, one of the original
founders of the NAACP .
On Wednesday, June 30 executives from national corporations
and many TV celebrities were on
40

hand to present medals to the winners, including Kim Fields, from the
NBC series Facts of Life and her actress mother Chip Fields, along with
Alfonso Robiero from the Tap
Dance Kid and Silver Spoons.
HISTORIC MOVE TO
BALTIMORE
THE NAACP HAS A "NEW"
HOME - IT OWN!

On October 13, 1986, the
NAACP will hold its annual
meeting of the Board of Directors in
Baltimore, Maryland . But this year
will be special. The occasion will
host the official dedication
ceremonies of the first permanent
home headquarters of the NAACP.
In all of its 77 years, the NAACP
has never owned a national headquarters building. Faced with exorbitant rents , inadequate space for
expansion and an uncertain future
at its former rental facilities in New
York City, the Board of Directors
decided in favor of a move in early
1985.
In 1985 the City of Baltimore and
the State of Maryland made the
NAACP an offer too good to
refuse: assistance in the registration
of a 55,000 square foot five-story
building, located on a 3-acre knoll
in a developing business park. This
facility also provide adequate room
for current needs as well as excellent
possibilities for expansion.

Savings as a result of the move
will exceed $500,000 annually.
These funds can then be used to support NAACP programs in the areas
of voter registration, equal employment, education, housing, prisoner
rehabilitation and the NAACP
youth program.
Additionally, the purchase of the
facility has many advantages:

The First National Civil Rights Archive and library
Millions of Americans will be able
to visit the first Civil Rights Archive
and Library at the new NAACP
Headquarters, located just 40
minutes from the nation' s capitol.
Young and old alike will, for the
first time, be able to trace the
troubled path of an entire race in
search of freedoms guaranteed them
by the United State Constitution.
Here , the historic documentation of
the decades of struggle, including
the writings of Moorefield Storey,
Mary White Ovington, Roy
Wilkins, Walter White, Clarence
Mitchell, Thurgood Marshall, and
many others, will be preserved for
generation to come.
The New NAACP Conference
Center
Capable of accomodating small
groups, as well as large meetings
with up to 100 conferees, the new
NAACP Conference Center will
play a crucial role in furthering the
goals of each of the above programs .
This will be the first Black-owned
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conference
center
metropolitan area.
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The New NAACP Communications
and Data Center
The NAACP has always utilized
every means possible to communicate its agenda and purpose to
the American public. The new
NAACP Headquarters will house
audio / visual and computer facilities
which are a vital necessity for communicating and accomplishing our
goals in today's hi-tech society.
The NAACP needs to raise approximately $600,000 to reach its
goal of owning it own headquarters
debt free. Support for the National
Building Fund Campaign has been
overwhelming which symbolizes the
fact the NAACP belongs to
everyone who is committed to
achieving equality of opportunity
for all . Exciting activities are planned for this landmark event which
id dedicated to the purpose of
renewing our commitment to
fighting for the dreedom and dignity
that belongs to us all.
(413}
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